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Often Asked Questions about Awana
· What is the purpose of Awana?



The goal of Awana is “To reach boys and girls with the gospel of Christ and to train them to serve Him.”  Thus the purpose of Awana is twofold: 

· Evangelism
To draw boys and girls into the club ministry where they may hear the gospel and accept Christ as Savior.



Training
To prepare clubbers to help fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) through outreach to the lost, service to the local church, and development of leadership qualities.
· Who can participate?

Awana at HABC is for children age 3 (who are toilet trained) through 6th grade.  Children age 3 through 5 (pre-K) join Cubbies.  Children in kindergarten through 2nd grade participate in Sparks. Children in 3rd through 6th grades become part of the Truth & Training (T&T) Clubs.  Each level of club has a special uniform and age-appropriate material. 
· What do the kids do at Awana?
The club meeting, which lasts 1 hour and 45 minutes (6:30 to 8:15 p.m.), is divided into three segments: Game Time, Handbook Time, and Council Time.  During Game Time, the clubbers play games on the unique Awana Circle, have fun, get exercise, and learn good sportsmanship.  During Handbook Time, clubbers progress through age-appropriate handbooks by memorizing and demonstrating understanding of Bible passages.  The main feature of Council Time is a Bible lesson, but it also includes singing, and recognition of achievement and presentation of awards.

· What should my child bring to Awana?
Clubbers should bring a Bible, their Awana handbook, and dues each week.  Clubbers should also wear the appropriate vest or uniform, and wear clothes which will be comfortable and suitable for game time.  This would include tennis shoes with white soles (black soles are not allowed on the game floor due to scuff marks).  Clubbers should NOT bring toys, food, electronics, hats/caps, or other objects which would prove to be a distraction or would get lost.
· What does the word “Awana” mean?
“Awana” is the acronym for “Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed.”  It is taken from II Timothy 2:15, which states, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (NIV)
· What is a “section”?

A section is a segment of material to be memorized (designated in each handbook), usually two or three Bible verses depending on the age level.  Some sections contain brief quizzes or puzzles designed to test Bible knowledge and understanding.  Sections also include memorizing vocabulary words to help better understand the meaning of Biblical passages.  Scripture memory is based on the New International Version of the Bible (NIV).
· What is a “5-count”?

When an Awana leader begins to count aloud from “one” to “five,” that is the signal for quiet and attention among clubbers and leaders.  This is usually done more often during game time, but can be used any time a leader is requesting clubbers to settle down and pay attention.

Helpful Information for Awana Parents
· [image: image6..pict]Only 10 minutes a day

The average child will be adequately prepared for the weekly Awana Club meeting if they will spend 10 minutes a day in the club handbook.  Help your child develop this habit early in the club year so they can stay on track to complete as much of their book as possible.  

With everything else there is to do, how do you help your clubber get in 10 minutes of study a day?  Try keeping their handbooks by the kitchen table and having them attempt a verse before they are excused from the dinner table.  Keep it on their night stand and make it part of your “tucking in” routine.  Have your child write or type the verses, then post them in the car in front of their seat or on the dashboard to make good use of travel time.

The goal is that clubbers are actually memorizing the verses and Biblical truths rather than spending a quick minute looking at it and trying to recall enough to slip through to another section.  It is VERY helpful if the clubber comes to Awana prepared to say their sections rather than trying to do all their memory work during handbook time.

· Make Awana and Bible memorization a priority

Everyone is busy, but if you want your child to be successful in Awana, you need to make it a priority among your many activities.  If you will think of fun and creative ways to work on their Awana memory verses and activities, and reward them with praise and whatever else motivates your child, they will more likely catch your enthusiasm.  Tucking God’s Word away in their hearts is never time wasted!
· Understanding the levels of achievement and awards

[image: image7..pict]New clubbers receive an entrance booklet which consists of six or seven sections that teach basic Bible truths and introduces the clubber to Awana.  Upon completion of this entrance brochure (Cubbies - Bear Hug; Sparks - Gate Entrance Booklet; T&T - Start Zone), clubbers may purchase the appropriate handbook and uniform.  Once they start work in the handbook, they begin work on various Drills, Discoveries and Challenges.  Each of these completed activities will be rewarded with various stickers and patches which help you and your child proudly keep track of their accomplishments.

When you first see the handbook, please look through it so you become familiar with the various activities your clubber will need to be working on.  Books are generally passed from front to back, but there a few sections (such as “Bring a friend to Awana” or “Write a missionary”) which may be passed any time during the year.  There will be an awards assembly on the last night of the club year at which clubbers will receive awards for passing books and for other achievements.  These range from ribbons to very nice plaques and trophies depending on the number of books which the clubber has passed during his or her time in Awana.  As a parent, you will proudly share in this achievement!
· Two Helps Per Section

Clubbers are allowed only two “helps” or prompts from their leader when passing a section.  If a clubber needs more than two helps, they must redo the section from the beginning before they can pass on to the next section.  Note to parents of Cubbies: Additional helps will be given to Cubbies as needed.

· [image: image8..pict]The Awana Uniform

Awana headquarters stresses the importance of a uniform.  It signifies membership and represents achievement.  Cubbies and Sparks wear vests; T&T clubbers wear polo-style shirts.  Most of the awards your child will receive can only be placed on the Awana uniform, and are generally not awarded if the child 

is not in uniform since the awards are small in size and can easily be lost.  Please help your child take care of their uniform by storing it properly each week, and laundering it when necessary (please take off badges and removable awards before tossing it in the washer).

Please buy larger sizes since uniforms for first-year clubbers are worn for two to four years - your clubber will grow faster than you think!  Sample T&T shirts are available in the Awana office, and we highly recommend that you have your child try on a couple sizes to get the best fit.

· Club Dues and Fees

The clubber is responsible to purchase their own handbooks, uniforms, and pay weekly club dues.  Dues of 75 cents per week help pay for the materials, awards, and prizes, which are distributed throughout the club year.  The specific fees for uniforms and books are listed on a separate handout.
If you are experiencing financial hardship, please call the commander and your situation will be discreetly handled.  Every child that comes to Awana will be welcomed.  Please don’t let finances keep your child from a wonderful Awana experience.

· “I Can’t Find My Awana Handbook!”
This cry is heard all too often just about the time parents are getting ready to drive their child to church for Awana.  A good way to avoid this is to designate a place in your home where the child’s Bible and Awana handbook are to be kept between study times.  It also helps to make sure your child brings these items home from club each week.  Another tip: write your child’s name in bold lettering on the front of the book so it doesn’t as accidentally end up with the wrong clubber.
· “I Didn’t Get to Say My Sections Tonight!”
Nothing is quite as frustrating to a parent as spending all week working with their child on sections, only to find out at pick-up time that they never said their sections to a leader.  This can inadvertently happen on a busy night when there are a lot of kids trying to say a lot of sections, or a leader is out ill, or maybe your child is just not the type to speak up!  Ask your child when you pick them up if they have said the sections they were prepared to say.  If not, PLEASE flag down any Awana leader and ask for their listening ear.  We want your child to succeed in their effort to pass their book, and we will gladly take a moment to help them reach that objective!
· Lost Books and Awards

If your clubber loses his or her handbook, a new one will need to be purchased at the regular price.  Several “loaner” books are available in the Awana office which can be borrowed during Handbook Time when necessary.  T&T award badges will have a replacement cost of $2.  It’s amazing how many of these items are found under beds and car seats once they know it’s going to cost something to get a new one!  (By the way, if a badge or award is defective, please return it to the Awana secretaries for a free replacement.)  
· Awana Bucks

Awana Bucks are awarded to clubbers in Sparks and T&T clubs as an award for their work and participation in Awana.  Awana Bucks are awarded primarily for passing sections and as motivation for various activities throughout the year.  There are four Awana Stores each club year at which clubbers may “cash in” their bucks for prizes priced at various “Awana Buck” levels.  Your child can save his or her bucks for a future Awana Store if they would like to buy some of the nicer prizes available.  You might help your child with this decision by stopping in when they do their shopping on those designated evenings.

· Pick-Up Time – 7:45 p.m. Sharp!

Please make every possible effort to pick up your child on time at 7:45 p.m.  Older clubbers are released from club to meet you, but Cubbies and Sparks need to be picked up in their meeting rooms.  After a fun (but long) evening, your clubber will be ready to head home, and the leaders will be most grateful for your prompt arrival.

· Special Events

Please post the Awana Calendar of Events (available as a separate handout) in a place where you can reference it regularly.  Please make note of the dates of several special events:


Parents’ Night (Come and see just what goes on here!)


Awana Grand Prix (For T&T clubbers - please see below.)


Bible Quizzing (If you want your T&T clubber involved in this “extra-curricular” event which enforces Bible memory, please see your child’s leader.)


AwanaGames and Sparks-A-Rama (Teams for this competition are selected in the spring.  This provides an opportunity for healthy “game time” style competition with area Awana Clubs.  This event is for T&T clubbers and Sparks.)


Awana Awards Night

Awana Carnival – the last night of Club – for those who have completed their handbook.  
[image: image9..pict]Just a word about the Awana Grand Prix:  Clubbers in Truth and Training (3rd through 6th grades) may begin work on their Awana Grand Prix car after they have passed two sections.  Car kits cost $2 and may be purchased on Wednesday nights in the Awana “office”.  For sake of fairness, these are the only kits which may be used for this competition.  Cars will be judged for speed and design.  Mark your calendar for the big race!  This is a great way to get involved in your child’s Awana activities - what could bring you closer than some late nights with a saw, sandpaper and paint?!

· Game Time Participation

Games are an important and fun part of Awana.  T&T clubbers must pass at least one section every two weeks in order to participate.  (This rule does not apply to Sparks and Cubbies.)  Clubbers who go more than two weeks without passing a section will need to utilize game time for additional handbook time until a section is passed.  On the flip side, clubbers may not choose to “sit out” of game time unless they have a specific medical reason that they cannot participate.
· Handbook Pacing Schedule

To help your clubber stay “on track” for passing their book within a club year, the club year is divided into  four club quarters.  As a general guideline, just count out the sections and divide by the four quarters.  This will give your clubber something to work toward in order to complete their goal.
Note for T&T Clubbers:  The Silver and Gold sections at the end of each Discovery/Challenge are considered “Extra Credit” and are not required to complete the handbook.  We recommend that your clubber concentrate on the Discoveries/Challenges and pick up the Gold and Silver only if they’re on track to complete their handbook.  Special awards are given if the clubber passes these sections.


Note for Sparks:  Sparks may begin working on Green Jewels as soon as they have finished their Rank Path.  They do not have to complete the Red Jewels before beginning on the Green Jewels.  Red Jewels, however, are generally more memory intensive, and should be given ample attention.
· Church and Club Attendance

Clubbers receive recognition and awards for church and club attendance.   For some ages, club and church and/or Sunday school attendance is required to pass certain sections (please see your child’s handbook for details).  Club attendance is awarded each quarter, and clubbers may have only one unexcused absence to qualify.  Church and/or Sunday school attendance is awarded twice a year (December and May) and clubbers may have only two unexcused absences each semester to qualify.  

Church and Sunday school attendance may be at any church.  Clubbers will be asked for this information when they check in each week.  If your child was unable to attend church or club due to an excused absence (illness, family emergency, etc.), please send a note, talk to the Awana secretaries, or make sure your child clarifies that when checking in.
· Awana Website

For more great information about Awana, please go to www.awana.org.
· Awana “Holidays”

Club meets every Wednesday night from late August through mid-May, with the exception of those Wednesdays which fall during major holidays and school breaks when Siloam Springs public schools are not in session.  These include the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, and Wednesdays during Christmas break and spring break.  (A specific schedule is available on a separate handout.)

In case of inclement weather, Awana will be canceled if all other activities at HABC are canceled.  Please check www.habc.net under Ministries, Children, Awana.  Generally, this information is also available on KLRC (101.1 FM) and local TV stations, or by calling the church office at 524-5176.

· Communication

If you should have any questions concerning something your child has told you about Awana or there is any problem or misunderstanding that may be brewing, please start by calling the club director.  If you still have questions or concerns, please call the Awana Commander, Kristen Hargett at 238-1645 or email kristenhargett@centurytel.net .  By communicating your concerns and questions with the Awana leadership, you help “fine tune” our communication and procedures to make your child’s Awana experience even better!
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